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bill was introduced to amend the Penal Code so as to permit
publishers and editors of newspapers to be sued for libel
In any place in the state In which their newspapers circu-
lated. This was declared to be an effort to gag the press,
and a motion was made to Mil the bill by striking out its
enacting clause. In supporting this motion, Eoosevelt said:
"Taking it for granted that this is a bill for gagging the
newspapers, I trust that the motion will prevail. I think
that if there Is one thing we ought to be careful about it is
In regard to interfering with the liberty of the press. "We
have all of us at times suffered from the liberty of the press,
but we have to take the good and the bad. I think we
certainly ought to hesitate very seriously before passing
any law that will interfere with the broadest public utter-
ance. I think it is a great deal better to err a little bit on
the side of having too much discussion and having too viru-
lent language used by the press, rather than to err on the
side of having them not say what they ought to say,
especially with reference to public men and measures. I
heartily agree with the propositon to have the enacting
clause of the bill stricken out."

The motion was carried without a division. Thirty-four
years later, during the European War, Roosevelt upheld
the same position In regard to criticism of the Wilson
Administration's conduct of the war, having never varied
from his first adherence to It.

Eoosevelt succeeded in getting before the Assembly at
this session a bill reforming the Civil Service of New York
City by applying to It the provisions of the national Civil
Service law. He could not get it passed by the Democratic
body, but he was able, at a committee hearing on its provi-
sions, to get Ms views on the subject placed upon record.
"My object," he said, "in pushing this measure is less to
raise the standard of the civil service than it is to take the
office-holders out of politics. It is a good thing to raise
the character of our public employees but it is better still
to take out of politics the vast band of hired mercenaries